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Presentation Objectives
• Focus—Discovery of new personal property 

accounts
• Discussion Areas:

– Discovery
– Business Personal Property (BPP) Return and Worksheet
– Link Accounts
– Query Function
– Spatial Discovery
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CRITICAL TASK IN PERSONAL PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENT

DISCOVERY 

 situs
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HOW CAN YOU IMPROVE 
DISCOVERY?

Spatial analysis lets you see patterns in valuation data that would 
otherwise go undetected in spreadsheets.

• Filing Status
• Business ID Code
• Municipality
• Cost Analysis
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WHY DO YOU NEED SPATIAL ANALYSIS?

Improve DISCOVERY 
• Increased Field Audit Efficiency
• Minimize Appeals
• Find Untaxed Improvements
• Improve Data Quality
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WHAT IS SPATIAL ANALYSIS?

All‐in‐One View Of Assessment Data
• Real Property 

– Land and building data

• Personal Property
– Business personal property return information

• Mapping
– Deeds
– Orthophotography
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SPATIAL ANALYSIS BENEFITS

Minimize Appeals
Find Untaxed Improvements
Improve Data Quality
Increased Field Audit Efficiency
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BPP RETURN AND WORKSHEET

In order to efficiently use spatial discovery, Business Personal Property 
return/worksheet needs to have space allotted for unique identifiers:
• Real property parcel #
• Real property pin #
• Personal property account #
• Personal property pin #
• Situs Address
• Geo code
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How to implement Spatial Analysis

Identify your 
personal 
property unique 
identifier
• Pin, Parcel etc.

Link Account
• Real Property 
(parcel #, pin #)

• Personal Property 
(Acct. #, pin #)

Contact Vendor 
for Query 
Capabilities

Run Data Query Export Data for 
analysis
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Link Accounts

• What unique identifier do you use to link your 
Business Personal Property Accounts?

1. PIN #
2. Account #
3. Situs Address
4. Geo Code (latitude, longitude)
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• Contact vendor to request query functions & 
ability to create queries in‐house.

• Training
– Vendor
– Contact another county 
– Self‐taught

Query Function
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SPATIAL DISCOVERY
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Query Results
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Prepare Data File
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Add Data to Map
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Add Data to Map
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Add Data to Map
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Add Data to Map
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Add Data to Map
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Add Data to Map
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Geocode Addresses
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Join Tables
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Join Tables
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Join Tables
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Configure Pop‐ups
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THE END

Copies of this presentation can be found on the Alabama Department of 
Revenue website.


