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2012 Legislative Updates 

• Legislative session began February 7th  
 
• Motor Vehicle legislative tracking 

document – available to counties via email  
 

• Email tags@revenue.alabama.gov to 
request to be added to the distribution list  

 
 



2012 Legislative Updates 

Immigration Legislation 
— SB 37  
‒ SB 41, HB106 
‒ SB 62, SB74, SB212 
‒ SB 140, HB226 
‒ SB 171, SB211, SB260, HB38 

 
 
 
 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 168 

• Sponsor – Senator Holley 
— Proposed effective date - January 1st. 

• One U.S. Armed Forces Retired Plate exempt 
from registration fees 
‒ Retired military persons and retired reservists  

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 170, HB442 

• Sponsors– Senators Whatley, et al 
        – Reps. Tuggle, et al 

— Proposed effective date - 1st day of 3rd month after 
becomes law. 

• Amends 32-6-250 and 32-6-251 
‒ Creates Legion of Valor Distinctive License Plate 

• Resident members of Legion of Valor 
• One Legion of Valor (LOV) Plate exempt from 

registration fees and license taxes 
• Additional LOV plates upon payment of all 

license taxes and registration fees 
 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 172 

• Sponsor – Senator Holley 
— Proposed effective date - 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 

• Legislative Oversight Committee (LOC) on 
License Plates may consider applications for 
the creation of license plates for motorcycles 
‒ Sponsoring organizations submit separate 

applications for creation of passenger vehicle and 
motorcycle license plate categories 

‒ Designs for the two categories must be the same 
‒ Quantity Class 2 only 

 
 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 273 

• Sponsor – Senators Glover, Brooks, et al 
— Proposed effective date - 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 
• Exempts Purple Heart medal recipient from 

motor vehicle ad valorem taxes 
• Allow surviving spouses of Purple Heart, Medal 

of Honor and Prisoner of War medal recipients 
to obtain these distinctive plates 

• Exempt from ad valorem and registration fees 
• Exempts additional distinctive plates from ad 

valorem taxes and registration fees 
 

 
 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 407, HB486 

• Sponsors – Senator Whatley, Reps. Tuggle, 
Wood, Farley, et al 
— Proposed effective date – 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 

• Currently, no certificate of title issued   
‒ Vehicle frame obtained from another vehicle 

previously declared “junk” 

• Maintains prohibition that majority of major 
parts are not obtained from another vehicle 
previously declared as “junk” 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 33 

• Sponsor – Representative Galliher 
— Proposed effective date - 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 

• Create new weight and registration fee 
categories for recreational vehicles over 42,000 
lbs. 

• Reduces base fee for a R6 registration by 
$60.00    (33,001 to 42,000 lbs.) 

• Exempts one RV per registrant from the 
additional registration fee 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 105 

• Sponsor – Representative DeMarco 
— Proposed effective date – Immediately upon becoming law. 

• Establishes Alabama Tax Appeals Commission 
‒ Eliminates Administrative Law Division 

• Department can suspend/revoke designated agent 
authority as follows: 
‒ Suspend immediately with electronic notice through ETAPS 
‒ Revoke after 60 days from date of notification after no appeal 

• Revocation of certificate of title or license by the 
department not final until 
‒ Titled owner and lienholder (if any) consents  
‒ 60 –day appeal period expires 

• Taxpayer appeal to circuit court only after final order 
by Tax Appeals Commission 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 146 

• Sponsor – Representative Hubbard (J) 
— Proposed effective date – January 1 following date 

becomes law. 

• Changes to motor vehicle license plates 
‒ Removes the heart symbol 
‒ Replaces words “heart of dixie” with “state of 

champions”   

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 453 

• Sponsors – Reps. Faust, Brown, Baker, et al 
— Proposed effective date – 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 

• Distinctive Veteran Motorcycle license plate 
‒ Same reduced fee as distinctive veteran passenger 

license plate, if the distinctive veteran motorcycle 
license plate is available 

‒ Currently, no distinctive veteran motorcycle license 
plates available 
 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 498 

• Sponsor – Representative DeMarco 
‒ Proposed effective date – January 1, 2013 

• City within Jefferson County can designate 
official to process motor vehicle license plate 
renewals for city residents 
‒ Would require processing of mandatory liability 

insurance reinstatements 

• Participating cities would be subject to 
‒ Examiner of Public Accounts audit 
‒ Bonding in accordance with 12-13-33 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ HB 587 

• Sponsor – Representative Barton 
‒ Proposed effective date – 1st day of 3rd month after 

becomes law. 

• Allows the legislative oversight committee to 
consider and approve a quantity class code 2 
application for a distinctive license plate for an out-
of-state college or university. 

• Provides that the additional fee, less the  payment of 
the issuance commission, manufacturing costs and 
administrative costs, shall be distributed to the State 
General Fund 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 439, HB592 

• Sponsors– Senators Fielding and Orr 
        – Reps. Henry and Collins 

— Proposed effective date - 1st day of 3rd month after 
becomes law. 

• Amends 32-6-62 
‒ All license plate designs valid for 5 years 
‒ Commissioner of Revenue can authorize design valid 

more than 5 years 
‒ No effect on permanent plate designs 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 441 

• Sponsors – Senators Holtzclaw, et al 
‒ Proposed effective date – January 1, 2013 

• Amends 32-6-350 
‒ Two Desert Storm/ Desert Shield distinctive plates 

• Veterans awarded National Defense Medal 
• Veterans awarded Southwest Asia Service Medal 
 

 



2012 Legislative Updates 
‒ SB 453 

• Sponsors – Senators Dial and Holley 
‒ Proposed effective date – Immediately upon becoming law. 

• New specialty plate commitment to purchase 
‒ Make application and remit fees as prescribed by 

Commissioner of Revenue 
‒ Related credit card fees paid by applicant and non-

refundable   

• Sponsoring organization must wait one year from 
date commitment to purchase ended to reapply if did 
not meet sufficient number of applications 



Online Insurance Verification System 

• Act 2011-688 
 

• Two effective dates:   
– June 14, 2011 
– January 1, 2013 
 

 



OIVS 
Changes effective June 14, 2011: 
– Increased reinstatement fees 

• First offense: $100 to $200 
• Second/subsequent offense: $200 to $400 

– Established an Advisory Council  
• Facilitate implementation of OIVS 
• Develop OIVS user guide 
• Coordinate/conduct testing 
• Issue recommendations  



OIVS 
• Changes effective January 1, 2013: 

– OIVS implemented statewide 
– Requirements of License Plate Issuing Officials: 

• Shall not process registration transaction if 
registration suspended 

• Shall reinstate registration upon request when 
requirements are met 

• Cannot process registration transaction unless 
evidence of insurance is presented or insurance 
is verified through OIVS 

• Shall obtain valid DL, non-driver ID or FEIN for 
each vehicle owner  

 
 

 
 
 

       
 

 
 
 



How OIVS Will Work 
• Verify insurance prior to registration using OIVS 

– VIN, effective date, NAIC and policy number 
– OIVS integrated within county system 
– OIVS requests insurance status from insurer 
– Receive a “confirmed” or “unconfirmed” response 

• What happens if get “unconfirmed” response? 
– Obtain evidence of insurance from registrant 
– DOR will verify insurance on back end using OIVS  
– Registration will be suspended if unable to verify 

 



OIVS Inquiry Structure 
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OIVS 
 

• How are we notifying the public regarding the 
changes that are effective January 1, 2013? 
– MLI.MVTRIP.alabama.gov 
– Posters 
– Brochures 
– Public Service Announcements 
– Motor Vehicle Division web page 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



OIVS 
• How are we assisting counties with the changes 

that are effective January 1, 2013? 
– DOR obtaining policy information from insurers 
– OIVS User Guide 
– New MLI system 
– OIVS Pilot Program 

• Counties 
• Insurers 

– Testing begins April 1, 2012 
 

 
 
 



Mini-Trucks 
• Act 2011-205, effective 1/1/12 
• Restricted to non-interstate roads 
• Exempt from titling 
• Vehicle must meet definition of  
    mini-truck in Section 40-12-240 
• Plates ordered through PROS 
• Fee is $23 



Retired Fire Fighter License Plate 

• Effective 1/1/12 
• Available to retired paid and 

part-paid fire fighters 
• Private passenger vehicles, 

pickup trucks, and pleasure 
motor vehicles not exceeding 
12,000 lbs GVW 

• Link to eligible retired fire 
fighters on MVD website 

• Certificate from dept. chief if 
name not on list 



Disability Plates & Placards 
• Effective 1/1/12 
• County memo 2011-22 
• New form available on website 
• Applicant may self-certify if 

renewing license plate/placard 
• Placards must be issued in 

applicant’s county of residency 



Personalized License Plate Messages 

• Beginning 3/19/12, dashes are no longer 
accepted. 

• Spaces may be substituted for dashes in new 
design/replacement orders. 



 
National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
(NMVTIS) 
 
A system that allows the vehicle titling agency 
to instantly and reliably verify the information on 
the title with the electronic data from the state 
that issued the title. 
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What is NMVTIS? 



What is the purpose of NMVTIS? 
NMVTIS was created to: 

• Prevent the introduction or reintroduction of 
stolen motor vehicles into interstate 
commerce 

• Protect states and consumers (individual and 
commercial) from fraud 

• Reduce the use of stolen vehicles for illicit 
purposes including funding of criminal 
enterprises; and 

• Provide consumers protection from unsafe 
vehicles  
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What type of data does NMVTIS 
provide? 

• State current title, title history and brand 
data 

• Junk salvage and insurance data 
• Theft data 
• State contact information 
• Vehicle brands applied through the Car 

Allowance Rebate System (CARS) 
 



What types of vehicles are 
included in NMVTIS? 

Included: automobiles, buses, trucks, motorcycles, recreational 
vehicles, motor homes, and tractors 

Excluded: trailers, mobile homes, special machinery, vessels, mopeds, 
semi-trailers, golf carts, and boats 

 
IN GENERAL, NMVTIS ONLY CONTAINS TITLES FOR VEHICLES 

THAT MEET AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 
• Vehicle has an active registration and an active title  
• Vehicle has an active title and the vehicle has a model year of 

1981 or later  
• Vehicle has an active registration and the registration is the proof 

of ownership  
 



How current is the information in 
NMVTIS? 

 
• Currently the data provided to NMVTIS by 

states is provided in a variety of time 
frames; while some report and update 
NVMTIS data in “real-time” (as title 
transactions occur) others send updates 
less frequently, such as once every 24 
hours or within a period of days. 

 



How will County License Plate 
Issuing Officials Utilize NMVTIS? 

• Current State of Title and Last Title Date 
• Brand History 
• Odometer Reading 
• Total Loss History 
• Salvage History 
 

 
 



MVD Projects 
• MVTRIP 
• OIVS 
• ALVIS rewrite 
• ETAPS rewrite 
• Integrated Image database 
• Inventory management 
• Pre-commitments 
• Dealer licensing 
 

 

   



MVD Website 
• http://www.revenue.alabama.gov/motorvehicle/index.html 

• License plate information 
• Forms 
• Registration statistics 
• MVD rules & code 
• Memos 
• FAQs 

http://www.revenue.alabama.gov/motorvehicle/index.html

