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Motor Vehicle Updates



2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2016-358: HB280-Representative Wood

Section 1

Amends Code Sections 32-8-30, 32-8-31; 32-8-42 and 32-8-46

• Updates the title requirements for vehicles of a certain age or 

type. 

• For example:

- Vehicles over 35 years old

- Trailers over 20 years old

- Low speed vehicles

- Certain motor driven cycles



Act 2016-358: HB280-Representative Wood

Section 1 Continued - Amends Code Sections 32-8-30, 

32-8-31; 32-8-42 and 32-8-46

• Requires a person or entity initiating an involuntary transfer 

by operation of law in Alabama to give notice of the action to 

the department at least 35 calendar days prior to the date of 

the transfer.

• Requires the Department to maintain a list of reported 

vehicles to the public, without fee. 

• Link to the Involuntary Transfer portal – MVTRIP webpage.



Act 2016-358: HB280-Representative Wood

Section 1 Continued - Amends Code Sections 32-8-30, 

32-8-31; 32-8-42 and 32-8-46

• Does not apply to a motor vehicle transferred pursuant to the 

abandoned law or to a motor vehicle transferred pursuant to 

a divorce decree, or to a motor vehicle transferred pursuant 

to documents creating a lien or other security interest in the 

motor vehicle.

• ETAPS will not allow the creation of a title application until 

the 35 day notification period has expired.

• Effective Date: January 1, 2017



2015 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2015-470: HB458-Rep. Johnson

• Standardizes definitions for unclaimed/abandoned motor 

vehicles

• Ensures that owners/lienholders receive notice prior to sale 

to include out of state owners/lienholders

• Records search includes NMVTIS

• Sellers must retain records for three years from date of sale

• Less paperwork will be submitted to licensing officials

• System generated documents (i.e. bill of sale)

• Effective July 1, 2016





2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2016-358: HB280-Representative Wood

Section 2 - New Code Section – 32-13-11

• Provides that act 2015-470 only applies to the sale of an 

abandoned vehicle for which notice is published on or after 

July 1, 2016.  

• If the notice of the sale was posted prior to July 1, 2016, the 

vehicle could be sold under the current abandoned MV law. 

• Vehicle must be titled prior to the end of the calendar year 

2016, or the purchaser would be required to post a title surety 

bond in order to title the vehicle. 

• Effective Date: July 1, 2016



2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2016-358: HB280-Representative Wood

• Applications for certificate of title accompanied by the “old” 

abandoned motor vehicle bills of sale as a supporting 

document will be rejected. 

• The “old” abandoned bill of sale will be submitted as the 

evidence of ownership with an application for title surety 

bond through the Department’s Surety Bond portal.

• If the net sale balance on the Abandoned Bill of Sale is 

greater than zero (0), the amount shall be paid to the county 

licensing official for deposit into the county general fund and 

a copy of the receipt of such funds must accompany the 

Abandoned Bill of Sale.



Title System Modernization Update

• Alabama Title System (ALTS)

• Completed by the end of first quarter

• MVTRIP integration (single user 

id/password)

• Wizard Based System – user friendly 

• Electronic Lien and Titling (ELT)

• Integrate NMVTIS



Internet Explorer 

Version

• Connecting to Motor Vehicle Division systems – MVTRIP

• Can use Internet Explorer 11, Edge (with Windows 10), Chrome, or Firefox

• Must be current, vendor supported versions receiving regular 

security updates.

• ETAPS is only compatible with Internet Explorer

• MVD monitor and follow up with officials’ offices



2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts

Act 2016-408: SB163-Senator Dial

Section 1 

New Code Section: 32-6-700

• New “State Park” distinctive license plate available January 

2017

• Annual additional fee of $50

• Net proceeds to Department of Conservation to benefit

state park system 

• Effective January 1, 2017



2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2016-355: HB246  Representative Ledbetter

New Code Section: 32-6-690

• New “Stop Domestic Violence” distinctive license plate

• Additional annual fee of $50 to be distributed in accordance 

with 32-6-68   

• Portion due sponsoring organization goes to office of the 

district attorney for the county where plate issued

• For use and benefit of domestic violence prevention   

programs

• Effective Date – January 1, 2017



2016 Regular Session Legislative Acts
Act 2016-339: HB94  Representative Baker

• Amends 32-6-130, 40-12-254 & 40-12-244

• Amends Disabled Veteran registration fee exemption 

or fee reduction

• Apply to any license plate category

• Exemption/reduction for standard registration fee only

• Must pay additional fee for distinctive plates

• Effective Date – January 1, 2017



Permanent Disability Placard



Standard Disability Access Plate





Updates from Meeting with Examiners of 

Public Accounts

Memo 2016-023

General rule – if money collected, refunded or distributed, keep 

documentation

• Not required to keep documentation for audit:

• Weight Affidavit

• Evidence of Insurance – related to registration

• Identification Documents – verify only

• Title Applications – available in ETAPS

• Registration Receipts

• Temporary Tags



Updates from Meeting with Examiners of 

Public Accounts

Memo 2016-023

General rule – if money collected, refunded or distributed, keep 

documentation

• Keep documentation for audit:

• Lease termination, junk vehicle affidavit, repossession

• Ad Valorem tax credit or refund issued

• Waiver of Penalty – Administrative Rule 810-5-1-.244

• Undercover Plates

• Distinctive License Plates – required to “qualify”

• Evidence of Insurance – related to MLI transaction



Validation Year Decals

2018 Year Validation Decals

• ADOR sending 2 shipments
• First order in LPIO offices November 2016
• Second order – January/February 2017

• Printed with 7 instead of 6 characters
• No need to include county indicator or 

leading zero in registration records



Print on Demand Tag Receipts



Print on Demand Temporary Tags

Currently:

• 60 day standard temp tags can be fed through laser 

printers; MC size temp tags not available

• Works with PROS system

• Problem with size of temp tag form (not standard size)

Update in 2017:

• 8.5 X 11 perforated form for both standard and MC tag

• Same design for both 20 day and 60 day tags

• 20 and 60 day tag will work with PROS

• Can be secured to bolt holes of license plate holder



New Temp Tag Design



New Temp MC Tag Design



Questions?



CONTACT INFORMATION

MLI Unit 

(334) 242-9006

mli@revenue.alabama.gov

Registration Unit 

(334) 242-9006

tags@revenue.alabama.gov

titles@revenue.alabama.gov

(334) 353-0477
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